
ON 18 DECEMBER 1939, 24 WELLINGTONS ASSEMBLED
OVER THE WASH AND HEADED ACROSS THE NORTH SEA.

BRIGHT SUNLIGHT AND VISIBILITY IN EXCESS OF 50 MILES.
GERMAN RADAR REPORTED AN ECHO AS THE AIRCRAFT
APPROACHED WILHELMSHAVEN. LUFTWAFFE COMMAND

REACTED "TOMMIES APPROACHING IN WEATHER LIKE THIS?
YOU'RE PLOTTING SEAGULLS OR THERE'S INTERFERENCE

ON YOUR SET"
THIS MEMORIAL COMMEMORATES THE 130 AIRMEN WHO

FLEW IN THE FIRST NAMED AIR BATTLE OF WW2.
57 AIRMEN AND 12 AIRCRAFT WERE LOST IN THE RAID.
TWO LUFTWAFFE FIGHTER PILOTS FAILED TO RETURN.
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On 18 December 1939, 
24 Wellingtons assembled over 
The Wash and headed across the 
North Sea. Bright sunshine and 
visibility in excess of 50 miles.

German Radar reported an 
echo as the aircraft approached 
Wilhelmshaven.

 Luftwaffe Command reacted
“Tommies approaching in weather 
like this?……………..You’re plotting 
seagulls or there’s interference on 
your set”.
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 Battle of Heligoland Bight 
18 December 1939: Daylight to Darkness
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